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The Middle Years Programme Grade 6 to Grade 10
MYP Candidate School

The IB Middle Years Programme (MYP) is designed for students aged 11 to 16. The MYP grew out of the work and vision of practising
teachers in schools, where the student is at the centre of the MYP curriculum model. At this age, students are making the transition
from early puberty to mid-adolescence: this is a crucial period of personal, social and intellectual development, of uncertainty and
questioning. The MYP is designed to guide students in their search for a sense of place in the natural and social environment.

The MYP programme is intended to foster the education of the whole person, emphasising the importance of a broad and balanced
education through a framework of academic challenge and life skills appropriate to this age group. The MYP is based upon three
fundamental concepts:

® holistic learning

® intercultural awareness

® communication.

The MYP is a coherent and comprehensive curriculum, which contains eight subject groups together with a core made up of five
Areas of Interaction.

Each subject group occupies a point around the edge of the octagonal model, reflecting the importance of the traditional disciplines
taught to this age group and the skills, knowledge and understandings specific to each. All the subject groups around the edge of the
octagon are of equal importance, although each one will not necessarily require the same amount of teaching time.

In the curriculum model, the five Areas of Interaction (Aol) surround the student. Through the Aol, students explore connections
between the subjects they study and the world in which they live. Students will develop an awareness of broader and more complex
global issues: the MYP presents the knowledge as an integrated whole, emphasising the acquisition of skills, self-awareness and the
development of personal values.

The five Areas of Interaction give the MYP its distinctive core. They are taught in a coherent and creative way over the five years of
the programme primarily through the subjects, but also through interdisciplinary teaching, projects and special programmes.



ACS Hillingdon International School

Middle School

The Middle Years Programme Grade 6 to Grade 10

MYP Candidate School

The curriculum model of the MYP places the student and the way the student learns at its centre, as the child’s development is the
basis of the whole educational process. The areas of interaction surrounding the student in the model are the core elements of the
MYP. They provide a framework for learning within and across the subject groups. They allow connections among the subjects
themselves, and between the subjects and real-life issues.

Approaches to Learning
Community and Service
Human Ingenuity
Environments

Health and Social Education.

Assessment

Assessment is an integral and continuous part of the learning process. Assessment in the MYP is criterion referenced with each
subject group having stated objectives and assessment criteria.

Assessment is carried out by the teachers and relies on their professional expertise in making judgments based on the prescribed MYP
assessment criteria defined in the subject guides. The number of assessment criteria in each subject may vary. Teachers compare the work
of students against published descriptors to determine the level of which the students have achieved. Teachers assess their students fairly
by giving them adequate opportunities to show clearly what they can achieve in relation to the objectives of each subject.

Students are involved in the assessment of their work. They are aware of the criteria against which they are assessed. They are
provided with clear indicators of expected achievement and are given the chance to reflect regularly on their own work.



ACS Hillingdon International School

Middle School

The Middle Years Programme Grade 6 to Grade 10
The IB Learner Profile

The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognising their common humanity and shared
guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world.

IB learners strive to be:

Inquirers They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and
research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love of
learning will be sustained throughout their lives.

Knowledgeable They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In so doing,
they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and balanced
range of disciplines.

Thinkers They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognise and
approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions.

Communicators They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than
one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work effectively and willingly
in collaboration with others.

Principled They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the
dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own actions
and the consequences that accompany them.

Open-minded They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the
perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They are accustomed
to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to grow from the experience.

Caring They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others.
They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive difference to the
lives of others and to the environment.

Risk-takers They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, and
have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave
and articulate in defending their beliefs.

Balanced They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve
personal well-being for themselves and others.

Reflective They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able to
assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and
personal development.

© International Baccalaureate 2006.
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MYP Language A: English (10f2)

Aims

The aims of the teaching and study of language A are to encourage and enable students to:
® Use language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, reflection, learning, self-expression and social interaction
® Develop the skills involved in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing and presenting in a variety of contexts
Develop critical, creative and personal approaches to studying and analysing literary and non-literary works
Engage in literature from a variety of cultures and representing different historical periods
Explore and analyse aspects of personal, host and other cultures through literary and non-literary works
Engage with information and communication technology in order to explore language
Develop a lifelong interest in reading widely
Apply language A skills and knowledge in a variety of real-life contexts.

Assessment

The assessment criteria are listed below:

Criteria A Content (receptive and productive) Maximum 10
Criteria B Organisation Maximum 10
Criteria C Style and Language Mechanics Maximum 10.

Middle School Grade 6 English

Course Description and Goals

This course focuses on characterisation, plot and word play. Students respond orally and in writing to a variety of texts in order to
increase awareness of different genres and enhance reading comprehension. The writing at this level will be focused on personal
response, narrative, and creative writing. Throughout the year, vocabulary will be incorporated on a regular basis and students will
connect IT and library skills with the study of English.

Resources

— The Write Source

— A variety of poetry collections

— The Dragon Book of Verse

— The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster
— The Speckled Band by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
— The Play of Oliver Twist by Nigel Bryant

— The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer
— Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick

— Selections from the MS Library
—Web-based resources.
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Middle School Grade 7 English

Course Description and Goals

In this course, in addition to the skills practiced in Grade 6 English, students will also develop their skills as readers and writers,
focusing on the six traits of effective writing and beginning to move toward more analytical writing. During the course, students
will consider audience, purpose and form in a variety of genres including personal narrative, research report, short story, poetry,
and literary essay.

Resources

— Global Tales

— Prentice Hall Literature, Silver

— The Write Source

— A variety of poetry collections

— 6+1 Traits of Writing by Ruth Culham
— Z for Zachariah by Robert C. O'Brien
— The Diary of Anne Frank by Anne Frank
— His Dark Materials by Phillip Pullman
— The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton

— An Inspector Calls by |. B. Priestley

— Selections from the MS Library
—Web-based resources.

Middle School Grade 8 English

Course Description and Goals

In this course, students will continue to develop the skills practiced in Grades 6 and 7. Students move toward a more analytical
approach to literature, focusing on theme, style, structure and form. Although opportunities for creative writing will be offered, the
focus during the Grade 8 course is on analytical writing in the form of literary and persuasive essays. Students use this structure as
a means to enhance their skillful use of the English language, critical thinking skills, and ability to formulate a coherent argument.

Resources

— The Pearl by John Steinbeck

— Animal Farm by George Orwell

— Global Tales

— Stories from Asia

— The Play of Frankenstein by Philip Pullman
— Out of Bounds by Beverley Naidoo

— Selected Poems

— Excerpts from a Shakespeare play

— Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes
— Classroom Library

— The Write Source.
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MYP Humanities (10f2)

Aims

The aims of the teaching and study of humanities are to encourage and enable the student to develop:
® An inquiring mind
® The skills necessary for the effective study of humanities
® A sense of time and place
® A respect for and understanding of others’ perspectives, values and attitudes
® Awareness and understanding of people, cultures and events in a variety of places at different times
® An understanding of the interactions and interdependence of individuals, societies, and their environments
® An understanding of the causes and consequences of change through physical and human actions and processes
® An understanding of contemporary humanities issues
® A sense of internationalism and a desire to be proactive as a responsible global citizen
® An awareness of the connections with other subjects
® A lifelong interest in and enjoyment of humanities.

Assessment

The assessment criteria are listed below:

Criteria A Knowledge Maximum 10
Criteria B Concepts Maximum 10
Criteria C Skills Maximum 10
Criteria D Organisation and presentation Maximum 8.

Middle School Grade 6 Humanities

Course Description and Goals

In this course, students will study world history focusing on various ancient civilisations. The aim of the course is to investigate what
characteristics make a civilisation. Students will make connections between the ancient civilisations and modern life. Students will
also develop the following skills: critical reading of textbooks and other reference materials, map reading, interpreting documents
such as graphs, charts, and timelines, research skills, and questioning strategies.

Course Contents
® Six human institutions
® Ancient Rome
® Ancient China
® Feudal Society (Europe/Japan)
® Ancient Greece.

Resources

— World History: Ancient Civilizations (McDougal Littell)
— Classroom Atlas (Rand McNally)
— Supplemental Materials.
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MYP Humanities (20f2)

Middle School Grade 7 Humanities

Course Description and Goals

In this course, students will study world history starting with investigation of the Renaissance period and finishing with World War 1.
The course aims to stimulate an appreciation of world history and culture, as well as expose students to a variety of perspectives on
historical events. Students will also develop the following skills: critical reading of textbooks and other reference materials, map
reading, interpreting documents such as graphs, charts, and timelines, research skills, and questioning strategies.

Course Contents

® What is history?

® Absolutism

® Renaissance and Tudor Dynasty

® Enlightenment

® Reformation

® Age of Revolution

® Exploration
Industrial Revolution
® Atlantic Slave Trade
® War Period.

Resources

— The Making of the United Kingdom, Expansion, Trade and Industry (Longman)
— The Era of the Second World War (Longman)

— Societies in Change: School History Project (Hodder)

— World History: Medieval and Early Modern Times (McDougal Littell)

— Classroom Atlas (Rand McNally)

— Supplemental Materials.

Middle School Grade 8 Humanities

Course Description and Goals

In this course, students will conduct case studies from around the world post World War II. The course aims to highlight themes of
power, identity, conflict, and oppression. Within this, students will also discuss the geography, culture, and history of various areas of
the world. Students will gain a broader perspective and deeper understanding of current events and the complexities of today'’s
interdependent world.

Course Contents
® 5 Themes of Geography
® Middle East
® Cold War
® South Africa
® |ndia
® Global Issues.

Resources

— World Cultures and Geography (McDougal Littell)
— Global Insights: People and Cultures (Glencoe)

— Classroom Atlas (Rand McNally)

— Supplemental Materials.
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MYP Technology (Design and Music) (10f3)

Aims

The aims of the teaching and study of technology are to encourage and enable students to:
® Develop an appreciation of the significance of technology for life, society and the environment
® Use knowledge, skills and techniques to create products/solutions of appropriate quality
Develop problem-solving, critical- and creative-thinking skills through the application of the design cycle
Develop respect for others’ viewpoints and appreciate alternative solutions to problems
Use and apply ICT effectively as a means to access, process and communicate information, and to solve problems.

Assessment

The assessment criteria are listed below:

Criteria A Investigate Maximum 6
Criteria B Design Maximum 6
Criteria C Plan Maximum 6
Criteria D Create Maximum 6
Criteria E Evaluate Maximum 6
Criteria F Attitudes in technology Maximum 6.

Middle School Grade 6 Design Technology

Course Description and Goals

In this course, students will be introduced and guided through a five-step design cycle that is used to guide them through the
process of creating a solution for any given problem. An assortment of systems will be explored and topics will vary. Students will
use both electronic and three-dimensional raw materials in their process to solve problems and communicate their ideas. Students
will be encouraged to explore the role of technology in both historical and contemporary contexts. It is also designed to raise
students’ awareness of their responsibilities as world citizens when making decisions and taking action on technology issues.

Resources

— Teacher-made materials

— Online Internet links

— Computer software and electronic hardware.

Middle School Grade 7 Design Technology

Course Description and Goals

In this course, students will continue to explore the design cycle that is used to guide them through the process of creating a solution for
any given problem. An assortment of systems will be explored and topics will vary. Students will use both electronic and three-dimensional
raw materials in their process to solve problems and communicate their ideas. Students will be encouraged to explore the role of technology
in both historical and contemporary contexts. It is also designed to raise students’ awareness of their responsibilities as world citizens
when making decisions and taking action on technology issues.

Resources

— Teacher-made materials

— Online Internet links

— Computer software and electronic hardware.
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Middle School Grade 8 Design Technology

Course Description and Goals

In this course, students will be expected to implement the five-step design cycle independently, in order to create and document a
solution for a given problem. An assortment of systems will be explored and topics may vary. Students will use both electronic and
three-dimensional raw materials in their process to solve problems and communicate their ideas. Students will be encouraged to
explore the role of technology in both historical and contemporary contexts. It is also designed to raise students’ awareness of their
responsibilities as world citizens when making decisions and taking action on technology issues.

Resources

— Teacher-made materials

— Online Internet links

— Computer software and electronic hardware.

Middle School Grade 6 Music Technology

Course Description and Goals

In this course, students will be introduced and guided through a five-step design cycle that is used to guide them through the
process of creating a musical product for any given problem. An assortment of systems will be explored and musical topics will vary.
Students will use electronic materials, such as songs, instrument sound clips and other imported musical effects to communicate
their ideas. Students will be encouraged to explore the role of technology in both historical and contemporary contexts. It is also
designed to raise students’ awareness of their responsibilities as world citizens when making decisions and taking action on
technology issues.

Resources

— Teacher-made materials

— Online Internet links

— Computer software and electronic hardware.

Middle School Grade 7 Music Technology

Course Description and Goals

In this course, students will continue to explore the design cycle that is used to guide them through the process of creating a musical
product for any given problem. An assortment of systems will be explored and musical topics will vary. Students will use electronic
materials, such as songs, instrument sound clips and other imported musical effects to communicate their ideas. Students will be
encouraged to explore the role of technology in both historical and contemporary contexts. It is also designed to raise students’
awareness of their responsibilities as world citizens when making decisions and taking action on technology issues.

Resources

— Teacher-made materials

— Online Internet links

— Computer software and electronic hardware.
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MYP Technology (Design and Music) (3 of3)
Middle School Grade 8 Music Technology

Course Description and Goals

In this course, students will be expected to implement the five-step design cycle independently, in order to create and document
a musical product for a given problem. An assortment of systems will be explored and musical topics will vary. Students will use
electronic materials, such as songs, instrument sound clips and other imported musical effects to communicate their ideas.
Students will be encouraged to explore the role of technology in both historical and contemporary contexts. It is also designed to
raise students’ awareness of their responsibilities as world citizens when making decisions and taking action on technology issues.

Resources

— Teacher-made materials

— Online Internet links

— Computer software and electronic hardware.
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Middle Years Mathematics (10f2)

Aims

The aims of teaching and learning mathematics are to encourage and enable students to:

® Recognise that mathematics permeates the world around us

® Appreciate the usefulness, power and beauty of mathematics
Enjoy mathematics and develop patience and persistence when solving problems
Understand and be able to use the language, symbols and notation of mathematics
Develop mathematical curiosity and use inductive and deductive reasoning when solving problems
Become confident in using mathematics to analyse and solve problems both in school and in real-life situations
Develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary to pursue further studies in mathematics
Develop abstract, logical and critical thinking and the ability to reflect critically upon their work and the work of others
Develop a critical appreciation of the use of information and communication technology in mathematics
Appreciate the international dimension of mathematics and its multicultural and historical perspectives.

Assessment

The assessment criteria are listed below:

Criteria A Knowledge and understanding Maximum 8
Criteria B Investigating patterns Maximum 8
Criteria C Communications in mathematics Maximum 6
Criteria D Reflection in mathematics Maximum 6.

Middle School Grade 6 Mathematics

Course Description and Goals

In this course, students will become proficient in rational number computation and relationships among fractions, decimals,
and percents. Algebra and geometry concepts are introduced and used systematically throughout the course. Students relate
algebraic and geometrical ideas to other areas, such as measurement, data analysis, and probability. These areas are reinforced
through problem solving, reasoning and proof. Chapter projects relate the mathematical content to real life situations.
Students will be exposed to open-ended problems or questions that are set in unfamiliar scenarios that will help to extend
their understanding in mathematics.

Resources
— Middle Grades Math, Prentice Hall.

Middle School Grade 7 Mathematics

Course Description and Goals

This course is designed to challenge the confident student, motivate the reluctant learner and build confidence for all students.

In this course, students will become proficient in computations involving integers, fractions and decimals using orders of operation.
Students will extend their understanding of measurement, including volume and surface area. Algebraic techniques for simplifying
variable expressions and solving equations and inequations will be introduced. Algebraic methods will be used to solve problems
involving ratios, proportion and percent. Students will study patterns involving two variables and coordinate graphs. These areas
are reinforced through open-ended problem solving and real-life applications.

Resources
— Pre-Algebra, 2001, Prentice Hall.
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Middle School Grade 7 Pre-Integrated Mathematics

Course Description and Goals

This course is designed to prepare students for study in the two-year Integrated Mathematics course in Grades 8 and 9.

The programme will challenge and extend the more capable mathematics student. Students will review computations involving
fractions, decimals, percentages and orders of operation. Students will become proficient simplifying expressions, solving equations
and inequations and will use algebraic means to solve worded and geometric problems. Set notation, more complex statistics and
probability and geometric theorems will be introduced. Additionally, students will study the Pythagoras’ Theorem, patterns involving
two variables and be introduced to linear equations. They will also be exposed to open-ended problems or questions that are set in
unfamiliar scenarios that will help to extend their understanding in mathematics.

Resources
— Pre-Algebra, 2001, Prentice Hall.

Prerequisites
Proven high attainment in Grade 6.

Middle School Grade 8 Mathematics

Course Description and Goals

In this course, students are prepared for the Integrated 1 Mathematics course in the High School. Students will become proficient

in simplifying expressions, solving equations and inequations and will use algebraic means to solve worded problems. Students

will use algebra to solve geometric problems, including congruent and similar triangles, Pythagoras’ Theorem, scale diagrams and
introductory trigonometric ratios. They will revise and extend their understanding of measurement, including three-dimensional
shapes. Set notation, more complex statistics and probability will be introduced. Students will study patterns involving two variables
and be introduced to linear equations. They are also exposed to open-ended problems or questions that are set in unfamiliar
scenarios that will help to extend their understanding in mathematics.

Resources
— Pre-Algebra, 2001, Prentice Hall.

Prerequisites
Successful completion of Grade 7 Mathematics.

Middle School/High School Grade 8/9 Integrated Mathematics

Course Description and Goals

In this course, students will be following the first year curriculum of a two-year Integrated Mathematics course. This course has
the same content as the High School Integrated Mathematics 1 course and will challenge and extend the more capable, motivated
mathematics student. There is an expectation that all students will demonstrate a high level of proficiency in solving algebraic
equations and inequations. Students will study the geometry topics of parallel lines, polygons and circle theorems. Students will
revise linear equations and solve systems of equations. Set notation, probability, statistics and quadratic functions will be covered.

Resources
— Nelson Maths 10 for the CSF I, Thomson, 2001, Swan, Adamson, Cocking, Adams.

Prerequisites
Successful completion of Grade 7 Pre-Integrated Mathematics or a proven high attainment in Grade 7.
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Middle Years Arts (Drama, Art, and Music) (10f5)

The arts are a form of human expression through activity. They contribute to a school curriculum by offering a distinctive way of
learning where seeing, feeling, hearing, thinking and creating are combined in a powerful form of visual, aural and tactile affective
communication. Through the arts, students working both cooperatively and individually have opportunities to research, identify and
discuss issues; to provide insights, opinions, solutions and resolutions; and to reflect on, appreciate and evaluate artwork. The arts
are a powerful medium for the exploration of the human condition, our society and our world. In this respect, they are powerful
educational tools for the exploration of different areas of the curriculum, the MYP areas of interaction and of different cultures.

Aims

The aims of the teaching and study of arts are for students to:
® Understand how the arts play a role in developing and expressing personal and cultural identities
® Appreciate how the arts innovate and communicate across time and culture

Become informed and reflective practitioners of the arts

Experience the process of making art in a variety of situations

Explore, express and communicate ideas

Become more effective learners, acquirers and thinkers

Develop self-confidence and self-awareness through art experiences

Appreciate lifelong learning in and enjoyment of the arts.

Assessment

The assessment criteria are listed below:

Criteria A Knowledge and understanding Maximum 8
Criteria B Application Maximum 10
Criteria C Reflection and evaluation Maximum 8
Criteria D Personal engagement Maximum 8.

Middle School Grade 8 Drama

Course Description and Goals

In this course, students will develop their competencies in the basics of dramatic craft, with emphasis on the tools of an actor
(body, voice, mind, and space) and the tools of a director/designer (colour, costumes, dramatic conventions). Additionally, students
will learn text interpretation, character development, and some key aspects of theatre history.

Resources

— Developing Drama Skills 17-14 by Joss Bennathan

—The Voice Book by Michael McCallion

— Improv! A Handbook for the Actor by Greg Atkins

— Structuring Drama Work by Jonothan Neelands and Tony Goode

— The Complete Guide to Successful Drama by Phil Parker and Craig Boardman
— Collections of plays

—The drama costume and prop store.
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Middle Years Arts (Drama, Art, and Music) (2 of5)
Middle School Grade 6 Art

Course Description and Goals

The art course is designed to introduce students to a variety of media and techniques. In addition, through art, students may develop
a sense of confidence and accomplishment, while having fun in creatively working with different materials. Students will also be
introduced to art history in relation to what the students are completing in other curriculum.

In this course, students will cover topics, but are not limited to folder design, art workbooks, landscape painting, ceramics, drawing,
printmaking, collage, cartooning, weaving, mosaics, and an introduction to abstraction.

Resources
—All art supplies and reference materials are provided.

Middle School Grade 7 Art

Course Description and Goals

The art course is designed for students to continue to use a variety of media and techniques. In addition, through art, students may
develop a sense of confidence and accomplishment, while having fun in creatively working with different materials. Students will
also be introduced to art history in relation to what the students are completing in other curriculum.

In this course, students will cover topics, but are not limited to art folder design, art workbooks, mixed media melted crayon work,
painting, burlap wall hangings, cartooning, portraiture, ceramics, collage, still life drawing, and a unit on surrealism.

Resources
—All art supplies and reference materials are provided.

Middle School Grade 8 Art

Course Description and Goals

The art course is designed to extend students to use a variety of media and techniques. In addition, through art, students may
develop a sense of confidence and accomplishment, while having fun in creatively working with different materials. Students will
also be introduced to art history in relation to what the students are completing in other curriculum.

In this course students will cover topics, but are not limited to folder design, art workbooks, crayon resist leaf design, printmaking,
ceramics, graduation programme covers, an introduction to Hindu art, collage, landscape sketching, and art of the twentieth century.

Resources
—All art supplies and reference materials are provided.
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Middle Years Arts (Drama, Art, and Music) (3 of5)
Music Philosophy

We recognise that music plays an important role in the lives of middle school students. Our philosophy reflects the needs of both
the students with an initial and general interest, as well as those intending to continue their study of music further. Students will

experience a broad spectrum of music from Western and non-Western regions and cultures. The Music Department recognises and
benefits from the great variety of cultures represented by the multi-national make-up of the student body.

The music curriculum will give the students opportunities to:
® Learn the various aspects of performance practices for excellence and reward through live performance
® Undertake a balanced programme of music activities, which introduces beginners to music fundamentals, as well as
builds upon previous work and takes account of previous achievement
® Work individually, in groups, and as a whole class
® When possible make appropriate use of music technology to create and record music.

Students will perform and listen to music in a variety of styles, and also from different periods and cultures. The repertoire chosen
will be broad and designed to extend students' musical experience and knowledge. It will include examples of works taken from all
historical time periods and various world cultures (world music).

Middle School Choir: Grades 6, 7, 8 (semester course)

Course Description and Goals

This is a performance-based class open to all students in Grades 6, 7 and 8, who enjoy singing. No previous experience is necessary.
The repertoire will be multi-lingual, multi-cultural and includes a variety of styles.

Students will perform at the end of the semester. Students will also study basics of music theory and simple composition.

Resources

— Teacher-made materials

— Various written tunes and exercises
— Published musical arrangements

— Internet-based resources

— Musical and video recordings.

Middle School Beginning Band: Grade 6 (semester course)

Course Description and Goals
This is a performance-based class open to Grade 6 students, who would like to learn fundamentals of playing a Concert Band
instrument. Concert Band instruments include the following:

Flutes, oboes, clarinets, bassoons, saxophones, trumpets, French horns, trombones, baritone horns (or euphoniums),
tubas, percussion (drums and mallets).

Students will perform at the end of the semester. Students will also study basics of music theory and simple composition.

Resources

— Teacher-made materials

— Various written tunes and exercises
— Published musical arrangements

— Internet-based resources

— Musical Instruments

— Musical and video recordings.
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Middle School Beginning Band: Grades 7 & 8 (semester course)

Course Description and Goals
This is a performance-based class open to Grade 6 students, who would like to learn fundamentals of playing a Concert Band
instrument. Concert Band instruments include the following:

Flutes, oboes, clarinets, bassoons, saxophones, trumpets, French horns, trombones, baritone horns (or euphoniums),
tubas, percussion (drums and mallets).

Students will perform at the end of the semester. Students will also study basics of music theory and simple composition.

Resources

— Teacher-made materials

— Various written tunes and exercises
— Published musical arrangements

— Internet-based resources

— Musical Instruments

— Musical and video recordings.

Middle School Beginning Band: Grades 6, 7, 8 (year-long course)

Course Description and Goals
This is a performance-based class open to Grades 6, 7, 8 students, who have had one year of training on a concert band instrument,
and would like to continue. Concert Band instruments include the following:

Piccolo, flutes, oboes, clarinets, bassoons, saxophones, trumpets, French horns, trombones, baritone horns (or euphoniums),
tubas, percussion (drums and mallets).

Students will perform at the end of each semester, possibly more. Students will also study basics of music history, theory, and simple
composition according to their level.

Resources

— Teacher-made materials

— Various written tunes and exercises
— Published musical arrangements

— Internet-based resources

— Musical Instruments

— Musical and video recordings.
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Middle Years Arts (Drama, Art, and Music) (s of 5)

Middle School Continuing Band: Grades 6, 7, 8 (year-long course)

Course Description and Goals
This is a performance-based class open to Grades 6, 7 and 8 students, who have had two or more years of training on a concert
band instrument, and would like to continue. Concert Band instruments include the following:

Piccolo, flutes, oboes, clarinets, bassoons, saxophones, trumpets, French horns, trombones, baritone horns (or euphoniums),
tubas, percussion (drums and mallets).

Guitarists and pianists are welcome to join with the understanding that they will be playing percussion parts when concert band
music is chosen. String players are also welcome at the discretion of the band director.

Students will perform at the end of each semester, possibly more. Students will also study basics of music history, theory, and simple
composition according to their level.

Resources

— Teacher-made materials

— Various written tunes and exercises
— Published musical arrangements

— Internet-based resources

— Musical Instruments

— Musical and video recordings.
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Middle Years Integrated Sciences (10f2)

Aims

The aims of the teaching and study of sciences are to encourage and enable students to:

® Develop inquiring minds and curiosity about science and the natural world

® Acquire knowledge, conceptual understanding and skills to solve problems and make informed decisions in scientific
and other contexts

® Develop skills of scientific inquiry to design and carry out scientific investigations and evaluate scientific evidence to
draw conclusions

® Communicate scientific ideas, arguments and practical experiences accurately in a variety of ways

® Think analytically, critically and creatively to solve problems, judge arguments and make decisions in scientific and
other contexts

® Appreciate the benefits and limitations of science and its application in technological developments

® Understand the international nature of science and the interdependence of science, technology and society, including the
benefits, limitations and implications imposed by social, economic, political, environmental, cultural and ethical factors

® Demonstrate attitudes and develop values of honesty and respect for themselves, others, and their shared environment.

Assessment

The assessment criteria are listed below:

Criteria A One World Maximum 6
Criteria B Communication in Science Maximum 6
Criteria C Knowledge and understanding of science Maximum 6
Criteria D Scientific inquiry Maximum 6
Criteria E Processing data Maximum 6
Criteria F Attitudes in science Maximum 6.

Middle School Grade 6 Integrated Science

Course Description and Goals

Grade 6 Science is an inquiry-based integrated course that combines the aspects of physical and natural science. The course is
designed to promote the understanding of the interrelationships among science, technology, and society. The course focuses on
scientific concepts, vocabulary, processes, skills and ideas. The inquiry-based course helps the student develop the skill of using higher
order thinking skills and helps to promote communication skills with other students.

Course Contents

® Nature of Science ® States of Matter

® Acids and Alkalis ® Reproduction

® Energy Resources ® Environment & Feeding Relationships
® Simple Chemical Reactions ® Cells

® Forces and their Effects ® Solutions

® Electrical Circuits ® Variation and Classification

® The Solar System and Beyond.

Resources
— Absolute Science 1, Collins.
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Middle School Grade 7 Integrated Science

Course Description and Goals

Grade 7 Science is an inquiry-based integrated course that combines the aspects of physical and natural science. The course is
designed to teach the student an understanding of the interrelationships among science, technology, and society. It is also designed
to teach the student important scientific concepts, vocabulary, processes, skills and ideas. The inquiry-based course helps the student
develop higher order thinking skills and helps to promote communication skills with other students. In this course, students will be
familiar with basic chemistry, the human body in health and disease, basic ecology, magnetism, the rock cycle and the solar system.
Guest speakers and field trips will enhance the students’ ability to understand the importance and impact of science

outside the classroom.

Course Contents
® Nature of Science ® The Particle Theory
® Light ® Respiration
® Sound and Hearing Microbes and Disease
® Heating and Cooling Plant Field Guides
® Magnets and Electromagnets Solar system and beyond
® Atoms and Elements/Compounds and Mixtures Rocks and Weathering/The Rock Cycle
® Ecological Relationships/Classification and Variation.

Resources
— Absolute Science 2, Collins.

Middle School Grade 8 Integrated Science

Course Description and Goals

Grade 8 Science is an inquiry-based integrated course that combines the aspects of physical and natural science. The course is
designed to teach the student an understanding of the interrelationships among science, technology, and society. It is also designed
to teach the student important scientific concepts, vocabulary, processes, skills and ideas. The inquiry-based course helps the student
focus on using higher order thinking skills and reinforces their communication skills with other students. In this course, students will
be familiar with health and fitness, genetics, chemistry of metals, reactivity, photosynthesis and plants, environmental science and
forces. Each quarter will end with one of the following culminating activities: student led health fair, CSI London, student-led
environmental experiment and build your own theme park. Guest speakers and field trips will enhance the students’ ability to
understand the importance and impact of science outside the classroom.

Course Contents

® Nature of Science ® Gravity and Space
® Fit and Healthy ® Energy and Electricity
® |nheritance and Selection ® Pressure and Moments

® Patterns of Reactivity

® Using Chemistry

® Speeding Up

® Reactions of Metals and Metal Compounds.

Environmental Chemistry
Plants and Photosynthesis
Plants for Food

Resources
— Absolute Science 3, Collins.
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Aims

The aims of the teaching and study of physical education are to encourage and enable the student to develop:
® An appreciation and understanding of the value of physical education and its relationship to a healthy, balanced lifestyle
® An interest in the promotion of health and wellness
® The motivation to participate fully in all aspects of physical education
® Their optimal level of physical fitness
® Effective communication strategies, verbal, non-verbal and written
® The skills and understanding necessary to participate successfully in a variety of physical activities, for example, learning,
practising, refining, adapting, thinking, interacting
® The ability to reflect critically on all aspects of physical education, including being a critical performer
® An understanding of international perspectives on physical activity, sport and health education
® A lifelong interest in and enjoyment of physical activities as a participant.

Assessment

The assessment criteria are listed below:

Criteria A Use of knowledge Maximum 8
Criteria B Movement composition Maximum 6
Criteria C Performance Maximum 10
Criteria D Social skills and personal engagement Maximum 8.

Middle School Grade 6 Physical Education

Course Description and Goals

In Grade 6, the emphasis is on the development of skills in isolation, simple game tactics and an appreciation of how exercise affects
the body. Students will study both team and individual athletic activities, including but not limited to volleyball, soccer, basketball,
rugby, dance, gymnastics, health related exercise, badminton, tennis, softball, and track and field.

Resources
— Teacher-made materials.

Middle School Grade 7 Physical Education

Course Description and Goals

In Grade 7, the previously developed isolated skills will be revisited and applied to tactics used in small-sided competitive situations
and games. Students are encouraged to investigate their own lifestyle and to understand the relationship between activity and
health. A broad range of activities studied, including but not limited to volleyball, soccer, basketball, rugby, dance, health related
exercise, badminton, tennis, softball, and track and field.

Resources
— Teacher-made materials.
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Middle School Grade 8 Physical Education

Course Description and Goals

In Grade 8, the skills taught previously will be used in increasingly complex and competitive situations. Scientific methods of
measuring different types of fitness are explored as applied to the student’s personal fitness. Students will study, but are not
limited to volleyball, soccer, basketball, rugby, dance, health related exercise, badminton, tennis, softball, and track and field.

Resources
— Teacher-made materials.
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Aims

The aims of the study of modern foreign languages are to:
® Enable the student to use language(s) effectively as a means of practical communication, providing a sound base of
communication skills necessary for future study, work and leisure
® Enable the student to understand the nature of language and the process of total language learning, which comprises
the integration of linguistic, cultural and social components
Enable the student to develop an appreciation of a variety of literary and non-literary texts
Offer insight into the cultural characteristics of the communities where the language(s) is (are) spoken
Encourage an awareness and understanding of the perspectives of people from other cultures
Promote involvement with different communities, where relevant
Provide access to varied sources of information
Foster curiosity, a lifelong interest and enjoyment in language learning.

Assessment

The assessment criteria are listed below:

Criteria A Speaking and listening — message and interaction Maximum 8
Criteria B Speaking — language Maximum 8
Criteria C Writing — message and organisation Maximum 8
Criteria D Writing — language Maximum 8
Criteria E Reading comprehension Maximum 16.

Middle School French/Spanish I

Course Description and Goals

In this course, students will be introduced to aspects of the foreign language, including the foreign language speaking countries

and an opportunity to be familiar with the sounds. They will be able to introduce themselves in simple sentences, reply to simple
questions about themselves, their family and friends, describe themselves and where they live, express likes and dislikes. Students
will be taught basic grammar like the present tense of regular verbs and differences between the familiar and formal forms of
pronouns. Present tense will be used together with the progressive form. They will be able to use plurals, possessive adjective,
describing adjectives, demonstrative adjectives and basic irregular verbs. Topics which are familiar to learners will be studied,

such as, but not limited to personal identity, school and hobbies, family and friends, their home and what they do in their free time.
At the end of this course, students will broaden language awareness with a clear focus on pronunciation. The culture and the
traditions of the French/Spanish speaking countries will be introduced.

Resources

— Spanish Mira student’s book

— Spanish Mira workbook

— French Equipe 1 student’s book
— French Equipe 1 workbook

— Interactive Boardworks.
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Middle School French/Spanish II

Course Description and Goals

In this course, students will build on the personal language introduced in French/Spanish | and will be introduced to new areas, such
as, but not limited to, clothes, food, holidays, health and fitness and the media. The focus on grammar skills and pronunciation is
continued and extended. The language also progresses in difficulty. Students will learn how to talk using the past tense, future tense
and how to recognise and conjugate reflexive verbs. Agreement and position of adjectives will be revised and irregular adjectives
agreement will be strengthened. The culture and the traditions of the French/Spanish speaking countries will be researched. Students
will also be able to read a more extended narrative, give a longer presentation and write a longer essay.

Resources

— Listos 2 student’s book

— Listos 2 workbook

— French Equipe 2 student’s book
— French Equipe 2 workbook

— Interactive Boardworks.

Prerequisites
1 year of language or equivalent.

Middle School French/Spanish III

Course Description and Goals

In this course, students will build on the personal language already met in French/Spanish | and Il. The course will aim to raise
confidence and independence in students providing new context like environment, music, transport, places and emergencies and
problems. The present, past and future tenses are revised and consolidated together with the use of the imperfect form and its use
versus the perfect form. The subjunctive will be introduced. Students will be able to use possessive pronouns and direct object
pronouns. Students will be able to express opinions, discuss interests and give personal views using a wider range of tenses and
answer with more details. They will be able to read a more extended narrative, give a longer presentation and they will also learn
how to maximise the use of time in an assessment and practice effective exam techniques. The culture and the traditions of the
French/Spanish speaking countries will be consolidated.

Resources

— Listos 3 student’s book

— Listos 3 workbook

— French Equipe 3 student’s book
— French Equipe 3 workbook

— Interactive Boardworks.

Prerequisites
2 years of language or equivalent.
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Middle School Learning Support
Middle School Grade 6

Course Description and Goals

In this course, students in study skills will work from individual folders. Students will work in their folders, which has been developed
to strengthen their specific weaknesses. Emphasis tends to be on reading, writing and spelling, but is not limited to those areas.
Proofreading skills will be taught and reinforced.

Students will:
® Maintain an assignment notebook on a regular basis
® Develop a sense of responsibility for his/her success
® Demonstrate improvement in areas of individual skills.

Course Assessment

No grades are given for study skills, but a check sheet evaluation form is given in the first and third quarters. A letter is written at the
end of each semester. Each student has a recording sheet in his/her folder. Mastery dates are recorded. Reading percentages are given
at the end of each quarter.

Resources
Reading materials are the SRA Specific Skills Series and SayWord lists. Most other materials used are teacher made.

Middle School Grades 7 & 8

Course Description and Goals

This course works in tandem with the core subjects. Learning Support reinforces what is taught in Mathematics, Humanities, Science,
and English. Proofreading skills will be taught and reinforced, as well as specific skills in reading fluency and comprehension. Daily
lessons are dependent on specific problems and issues the students bring to class. When long-term projects are assigned, study skills
class time is mandated for specific days of the week so assistance can be provided. Students will have individual folders that have
been developed to strengthen their specific reading needs. They will do some folder work every day.

Students will:
® Maintain an assignment notebook on a regular basis
® Develop a sense of responsibility for his/her success
® Demonstrate improvement in areas of individual skills.

Course Assessment

No grades are given for study skills, but a check sheet evaluation form is given first and third quarters. A letter is written at the
end of each semester. A daily record of each student’s effort and what he/she worked on is maintained. Folder work is assessed by
mastery (100%) or percentages.

Resources

All texts are the same as used in the core classes. ACS has a wide variety of supplemental resources to which students have access.
Students may have access to the Internet when doing research for projects in core classes. Individual folder material is teacher-made
or books to develop specific skills.
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Aims

The aims of the EAL programme are to enable students to:

® Use the language confidently and effectively as a means of communication within the social, cultural and academic
life of the school, and in the wider community

® Develop the specific communicative skills required by each of the MYP subjects in the curriculum, including the
development of the language of critical thinking and problem solving, and the use of creative language as a vehicle
for self-expression

® Develop a critical approach to study, including strategies for dealing with unfamiliar texts and language

® Develop an understanding of the nature of language and the process of language learning

® Develop an understanding of the cultural patterns that affect the thinking, feeling and acting of societies in which
the language is spoken (intercultural awareness).

EAL classes are non-graded. Assessment is done through observations, anecdotal notes, performance, homework and class work.
Progress is reported quarterly through a narrative grade report.

Middle School Grade 6

Course Description and Goals

This course is for limited English speakers. It is designed to improve language skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing and cultural
understanding. We will use individual and group work, projects, current events, textbooks, computer software and other activities to
expand their skills, confidence and fluency in English.

In this course, students will aim:
® To use English to communicate in social settings:
— Use English to participate in social interactions
— Use spoken and written English for personal expression and written enjoyment
— Use learning strategies to extend their communicative competence.

® To use English to achieve academically in all content areas. Students will:
— Use English to interact in the classroom
— Use English to obtain, process, construct, and provide subject matter information in spoken and written form
— Use appropriate learning strategies to construct and apply academic knowledge.

® To use English in socially and culturally appropriate ways. Students will:
— Use the appropriate language variety, register, and genre according to audience, purpose and setting
— Use non-verbal communication appropriate to audience, purpose and setting
— Use appropriate learning strategies to extend their sociolinguistic and sociocultural competence.

Students will develop their communication skills in the following contexts:
® Basic English structures, grammatical terms and verb tenses
® Listening and oral work suitable to the individual student’s level
® Reading and comprehension work
® Vocabulary and spelling with weekly tests. During these periods, strategies for learning spelling and recognising new
words are taught
Core subject support is given, in the pullout class as well as the mainstream classroom, as needed
Dictation exercises are given to improve listening, writing and spelling skills
® Talks, role play and other oral activities are used to give oral practice
® Different exercises are used to practice written skills: book reports, diary writing, etc
® Continuation of the above at a more advanced level as soon as possible. The content during the year depends on the
level of the students and how quickly they integrate into their core classes.
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English as an Additional Language (EAL) (2 of 4)

Course Assessment
® There will be an on-going assessment of students’ efforts to speak in English during the day and to mix with non-mother
tongue speakers
® Each written exercise, talk, diary, test, etc will be graded
® Marking will be done strictly to ensure no misunderstanding of structures or spelling. However, the marking is constructive
and includes conferencing to help the student improve writing skills.

Resources

— Streamline English

— Variety of other texts

— Mother tongue/English dictionary
— English/Mother tongue dictionary.

Middle School Grade 7

Course Description and Goals

This course is for limited English speakers. It is designed to improve language skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing and cultural
understanding. We will use individual and group work, projects, current events, textbooks, computer software and other activities to
expand their skills, confidence and fluency in English.

In this course, students will aim:
® To use English to communicate in social settings:
— Use English to participate in social interactions
— Use spoken and written English for personal expression and written enjoyment
— Use learning strategies to extend their communicative competence.

® To use English to achieve academically in all content areas. Students will:
— Use English to interact in the classroom
— Use English to obtain, process, construct, and provide subject matter information in spoken and written form
— Use appropriate learning strategies to construct and apply academic knowledge.

® To use English in socially and culturally appropriate ways. Students will:
— Use the appropriate language variety, register, and genre according to audience, purpose and setting
— Use non-verbal communication appropriate to audience, purpose and setting
— Use appropriate learning strategies to extend their sociolinguistic and sociocultural competence.

In this course, students will develop their communication skills in the following contexts:

® Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions.
(Interpersonal Communication)

® Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. (Interpretive Communication)

® Students present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers on a variety of topics.
(Presentational Communication)

® Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the practices and perspectives of the culture.
(Practices of the Culture)

® Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the products and perspectives of the culture studied.
(Products of the Culture)

® Students reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through the foreign language.
(Interdisciplinary Connections)

® Students acquire information and recognise the distinctive viewpoints that are only available through the foreign
language and its culture. (Accessing Information)

continued >

ACS Hillingdon International School Curriculum | 39



ACS Hillingdon International School

Middle School

English as an Additional Language (EAL) (3 of 4)

® Students demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through comparisons of the language studied and their own.
(Language Comparisons)

® Students demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of the cultures studied and their own.
(Culture Comparisons)

® Students use English both within and beyond the school setting. (Language Within and Beyond School)

® Students show evidence of becoming lifelong learners by using English for personal enjoyment and enrichment.
(Lifelong Learning).

Course Assessment
Grade 7 EAL students will be required to show mastery of their subject matter in a variety of tasks and assessments that might
include, but are not limited to the following:

® Selected response assessments such as multiple choice, true/false, matching, oral testing and peer assessment

® Constructed response assessments such as short answer, labelling, filling in graphic organisers, summarising,

comparing, and contrasting
® Essay assessments
® Authentic assessments such as diaries, skits, learning logs, interviews, posters, exhibitions.

Resources

— Subject textbooks

— Library books

— Original materials

— Student/teacher interactions.

Middle School Grade 8

Course Description and Goals

This course is for limited English speakers. It is designed to improve language skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing and cultural
understanding. We will use individual and group work, projects, current events, textbooks, computer software and other activities to
expand their skills, confidence and fluency in English.

Students will develop their communication skills in the following contexts:
® Use English to communicate in social settings:
— Use English to participate in social interactions
— Use spoken and written English for personal expression and written enjoyment
— Use learning strategies to extend their communicative competence.

® Use English to achieve academically in all content areas. Students will:
— Use English to interact in the classroom
— Use English to obtain, process, construct, and provide subject matter information in spoken and written form
— Use appropriate learning strategies to construct and apply academic knowledge.
® Use English in socially and culturally appropriate ways. Students will:
— Use the appropriate language variety, register, and genre according to audience, purpose and setting
— Use non-verbal communication appropriate to audience, purpose and setting
— Use appropriate learning strategies to extend their sociolinguistic and sociocultural competence.

Course Assessment
® There will be an ongoing assessment of students’ efforts to speak in English during the day and to mix with non-mother
tongue speakers
® Each written exercise, talk, diary, test, etc will be graded
® Marking will be done strictly to ensure no misunderstanding of structures or spelling. However, the marking is constructive
and includes conferencing to help the student improve writing skills.

continued >
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Resources

— Grammar Lab (Oxford University Press)

— The Rosetta Stone (English) interactive software

— Walk, Amble, Stroll, Books 1 and 2

— Reading and Writing Skills — pre-intermediate course (Oxford University Press)
— Look Who's Talking by Mary Ann Christison and Sharon Bassano

— Newspapers, news sites on the Internet

— Other materials as needed.
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English as an Additional Language (EAL) Support
Middle School Grade 6-8

Course Description and Goals

This course is for advanced English speakers. It is designed to develop skills necessary for success in the mainstream classes.

All of the students in this course are mainstreamed into Humanities, Mathematics, Language B and Science classes. We will focus

on providing support for these classes and preparing the students for the mainstream English classes. There will be time for individual
help with assignments.

Students will improve their communication skills in the following contexts:
® Use English to communicate in social settings:
— Use English to participate in social interactions
— Use spoken and written English for personal expression and written enjoyment
— Use learning strategies to extend their communicative competence.

® Use English to achieve academically in all content areas. Students will:
— Use English to interact in the classroom
— Use English to obtain, process, construct, and provide subject matter information in spoken and written form
— Use appropriate learning strategies to construct and apply academic knowledge.

® Use English in socially and culturally appropriate ways. Students will:
— Use the appropriate language variety, register, and genre according to audience, purpose and setting
— Use non-verbal communication appropriate to audience, purpose and setting
— Use appropriate learning strategies to extend their sociolinguistic and sociocultural competence.

Resources

— Lonsdale revision guides KS3
—Teacher-prepared resources

— Internet links from teacher-prepared sources.



